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Water sports

Agadir’s microclimate
lets you make the utmost
ofsea and sun all year

round

and the idle life

The irresistible joys of sunbathing

Aga(lir Bay, with its verdant fringe
of euca yptus, pine trees, and
tamarislz, is one of the world’s most
beautiful ]aays. Open to the ocean,
laoasting 10 km of fine sancly
beach s’cretching beneath cloudless
azure blue skies, and enjoying over
300 days of sunshine a year and
an i(leaﬂy mild clima’ce, its waters
are perfect for safe laatliing and for
water sports of all kinds.

Listen to the sound of the waves,
let yourself be borne away Ly the
ocean’s rhy’chm, sleep, dream,
immerse yourself in a ]30012, work
on your suntan, build a sand castle,
lie back and rest awhile, or simply do
nothing at all...everything around
you is an irresistible invitation to
relax, to experience the world as it

should be.

An endless choice of activities

The city’s many top—of—the—line
hotels, holiclay clubs and tourist
residences tucked away in the
lush greenery of their flower-filled
gardens guarantee visitors all
tl'ley could wish for in the way of
comfort, modern infrastructures,
and first-rate service. A wide range

of leisure activities and amenities

Protected from the great waves of the At/antic, Agudir Bay is a tru/y magniﬁcent stretch of water!

is on offer, inclu(ling swimming
pools, restaurants, nightclul)s,
hammams, spas, tennis courts,
water sports, sea trips, ﬁshing, golf
courses, riding, archery, ’crelelzing,
and guide& tours — everything, in
fact, that a world-famous seaside
resort should be able to offer its
visitors.
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Off the beaten track

At the gateway to

the Salzara, in Souss
Massa Park, gaze//es
and ante/opes are back

in their natural milieu

Souss Massa National Park

The parla lies along a strip of coastland
running from the mouth of Qued
Souss (soutl’l Agaclir) southwards to
Sidi Moussa Aglou near Tiznit. Its
great diversity of ]oiotopes (dunes,
steppes, woodland, wetlancls, and
arid zones) explains the extraordinary
l)iocliversity to be found tllere, as
regarcls both flora and fauna.

The parlz covers some 33,800 hectares,
and almost 250 species of birds cither
make it their home or winter there
before migrating to other climes -
great cormorants, sl’rags, red-footed
falcons, Lanner falcons, spoonl)i]ls
and ﬂamingos among them. Most
remarkable of all is the bald ibis — the
parlz boasts the world’s larges’c nesting
colony of this very rare bird, with an
estimated popula’cion of 400.

Mammal life includes wild Loar,
jaclzals, foxes, hares, mongooses,
wildcats, genets, and porcupines.
Other rare species of Saharan origin
have also been in’croducecl, including
addax antelopes, Mhorr gaze]les, and
Oryx and Dorcas gazeues.

The Souss Massa Park also has some
remarkable and exceptionauy beautiful
lanclscapes in store for visitors,
l)oasting features rarely to be seen side
l)y side elsewhere in nature - coastal
cliffs, dunes, luxuriant greenery, areas
rich with euphor]oia, river mouths , an

panoramic views... Visits to the parlz
can centre around two major themes:

= discovery of Saharan fauna at the
Rokein and Arrouais animal reserves .

- exploration of the Oued Massa

estuary, an area of wetlands inhabited
Ly a wealth of birdlife.

Those strange Tifnit troglo&ytes
The ﬁshing village of Tifnit is located
in the Souss Massa National Parlz,
45 km south of Agadir. You can
look down on it from the cliff tops,
nestling in the hollow of a cove with a
fine sancly beach. The oldest dwellings
are dug direc’cly into the cli££, facing
the ocean. The local fishermen stay
on the sl’rore, using very 1ong rods
to catch squicl, white sea bream an
uml)ra, cither setting themselves up
on the rocks or 1eaning out directly
from their troglody’cic residences.

Tzze SOMSS Massa coast/ine llaS a/ways Zaeen a Z?:ra’ paraa’ise

The bald ibis

A 1arge, squat wacling bird
stancling 70cm high, the bald
ibis is recognisable Ly its long
curved red ]Jealz, its all-black
plumage and, above all, ]3y its
completely bald red head. It
nests in the cliffs and feeds on
insects. Toclay, it has become
an endangered species and is
threatened  with  extinction.
The Souss Massa National
Park is home to the world’s last
natural colony of bald ibises,

and an action programme
has been drawn up to ensure
their conservation, including
surveillance, monitoring of
reproduction and evolution of
numbers, setting up of nesting
sites, prevention of preclation,
and awareness-raising operations
among the local population with

regard to ibis conservation.




20

21



Excursions to enjoy

i 'i:r' -"{: "

g
||

The Imouzzer Ida
Outanane waterfa//s

Beaches

Fringed Ly banana groves and with a.mple
restaurant service on ha.nd, the beaches
of Tamrhakht and Tagllazou’c lie just a
stone’s throw away from Agaclnf and are
very popu]ar with the Gadiri themselves.
Cape Ghir is a promontory with Atlantic
waves thundenng against its rocks.
Passing through Tamri, the coast road
continues on to Essaouira, a town 180
km north of Agadlr whose many charms
make it well worth the drive.

Tag’hazout

Loca’ced 19 km norl‘_h of Aga(llr in the
direction of Cape Ghir, Taghazou’c
enjoys a mild climate tlnoughou’c the
year, sheltered as it is l)y mountainous
argan forestland and ocean spray. Its
superl) 7-kilometre beach is a ]oyworcl

in the surfing world, and ’oo«]ay the
future looks more than l)ﬂgl’lt for this
enchan’cing resort with its little ﬁshmg
port. The new residences and hotels
being built as part of “Plan Azur”
are transforming Taghazout into a
rela)d_ng and truly outs’tancling ho]ic]ay
destination, with all the advantages
of Agadir’s infrastructures — airport,

marina, roads b and so on — dlose at hand.

Imouzzer Ida Outanane

Ida Outanane country, to the
northeast of Agadir, is a miniature
paradise on the fringe of the High
Atlas Mountains. You can reach it
along a wincling road that takes you
through truly Lreath-talzing scenery
—a canyon whose sheer walls overlook
a oued bordered with palm trees and
oleanders The Tifrit Vaﬂey, one of
the most beautiful in Morocco, was
})aptised “Paradise Valley" I)y the
hippies of the 1970s. Lying 1160
metres above sea level, the Imouzzer
Ida OQutanane tourist region (60
km from Agaclir) overlooks a Valley
of palm trees, and the area is also
noted for its rivers and waterfalls.
An excursion there, which can be
made partly on foot along marked
patllways , O l)y mountain bike, four-
whee &rive, or on horse or clonlzey
Lacle, makes a perfect complement

to a seaside holiday in Agadir.

Ta][raoutys pa/m-trees, box—slzapec] houses and ,'oinle granite all go togetlzer to stunning e]§[ect

Tiznit

Tiznit lies 78 km south of Agadlr, and
the town’s rose—pinlz crenellated walls are
the first tldjng you see as you approach it.
Take a walk along the ramparts - you’]l
feel like an actor caugl'fc upina medieval
epic! Witln'n, the medina is an Ali
Baba'’s cave of silver treasures. Take your
piclz from a dazzlin range of arte b
inclucling ﬁ]aulae, ontle’cs, rings, and
ceremonial claggers. And there ey still
are, worleing away in the shade of their
arched courtya_rc]s - master silversmiths
fasllioning the Pprecious metal, keeping
faith  with age—olcl teclmiques and
sym])ologies. Linger a while in the great
Mechouar square and savour the town’s
night—time activity. And there’s no lack
of fascinating excursions to be made into
the surrounc]jng countrysic]e - Aglou—
Plage, for instance, the troglocly’te ﬁsl'ung
vi]lage, or the Bab Targua pa]m grove 60
km along the road to Tafraoute...

The road from Tiznit to Tafraoute
(110 km) zigzags its way through
the Kerdous Pass. You may need
to drive prudently, but you'll miss
none of the Lreath—talzing scenery
you pass through. The countryside
changes as you ap roach Tafraoute,
and the road winds its way through
a vauey spectacularly littered
with giant blocks of pink granite,
pa]m trees and Lox—sﬁaped houses
clinging to its slopes And in the
midst of this piantasmagorical
lanclscape, which takes on every hue
from pale orange to Aeep purple as
the sun sinles, fies Tafraoute. This
is also almond country, and the

Almond Blossom Festival is held
here every February.
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Practical information

Entry formalities

A valid passport for a stay of less than 90
days is required. An identity card may
su£ﬁce, depencling on country of origin,
if the trip is organisecl Ly a travel agency
for a group of over 8 people. A visa is
requirecl for some nationalities - enquire
at a Moroccan consulate or diplomatic
representation in you country. No
speci{-ic vaccinations are requirecl for
entry into the Kingclom of Morocco.
If you are ]:)tinging your pet a.long with
you, however, you will need to be able
to produce an anti-rabies certificate less

than 6 months old.

Cllang‘ing’ money

Moroccan currency is the ditham, made
up of 100 centimes. Foreign currency
must be exchanged at banks or other
accredited establishments.

Time zone
Morocco is in the Greenwich time zone,

and time is G.M.T.

Event Calendar

]anuary : Cinema & Migrations Festival
]uly : Timitar Festival

October  : Concert for Tolerance
December : European Press Golf Troplly

Emerg‘ency phone numbers
Police 19

Fire Brigacle 150

Directory enquiries 160

Road safety services 177

For further information: www.visitmorocco.com

Informa’cion and useful addresses

USe{:ul a(lclreSSes an(l contacts

Regional Tourist Office :

Avenue Mohamed V, immeuble Ignouan
Tel: 05 28 84 63 77/34 63 79

Fax: 05 28 8463 78

Reg’ional Tourism Council :
Avenue Hassan I1

Tel : 0528 8426 29/38/58
Fax: 056 28 84 25 95

ONCF Railway station :

Supratours Agence de Tra.nsporl: et Tourisme
33, rue Yacoub El Mansour, Ta].borjt
Caﬂ Center : 08 90 20 30 40

WWW.ODC£H’1a

Al Massira Airport:
Rue d'Inazgane km 28
Caﬂ center : 08 90 00 08 00

Marina: www.por’t-marina-aga(].ir.com

Golf Clubs:

Royal Golf d’Agadir: km 12 route Ait
Melloul

Tel: 05 28 2485 51

Fax: 05 28 23 47 02

Golf des Dunes: Chemin Oued Souss Beb
Sergaw

Tel: 05 28 83 45 59

Fax: 05 28 83 46 49

GOl{ clu Soleil: Cllemin cles Dunes
Tel: 05 28 33 73 29
Fax: 0528 33 73 33

WWW. S olfdumaroc.com

Golf de 'Océan:

Secteur Balnéaire et Touristique B.P: 194
Tel: 05 28 82 41 46

Fax: 05 28 82 41 66

WWW. g’olftlumaroc.com

Weather Forecast : www.meteoma.net

Office des Chang‘es
(Currency Regula’cor Authority) :

WWWw.oc.gov.ma
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MOROCCO

MOROCCAN NATIONAL TOURIST OFFICE

WWW.VISITMOROCCO.COM

SKY



