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Saidia in all its glory
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Saidia’s architecture is
a harmonious blend of

ancient and modern
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Saidia: a long’ tradition of l)atl'iing'

A particularly mild clirnate, 14 kilometres
of fine sancly l)eacll, sliallow, crystal clear
water teeming with fish and seafood, a
coastline tringe(i to the west with 200
kilometres of magnilicent l)ays, and a
varied hinterland ideal for excursions of
all sliapes and sizes — just some of the
natural riches that make Saidia such a

rewar(iing l'ioli(iay destination.

The town of Saidia dates back to 1883,
when the Sultan, Hassan I, built a Kashah
there which can still be visited toctay. In
1913, under the French Protectorate,
resident Europeans discovered the site,

which came to enjoy a certain measure of

popularity as a small local seaside resort.

Following Inctepenctence, its fine beach
continued to attract l:)a’clling enthusiasts,
and the town became one of North-
eastern Morocco’s most trequentecl

centres of national tourism.

More recently, major investment has
opene(i the resort up to international
tourism, with the creation of an
840-berth marina, construction of 4
and 5-star llotels, residential apartments
and the “Medina Center” sllopping and
leisure complex, and laying out of three
golt courses... In a nutshell, Saidia has
become a new-generation seaside resort

t)oasting every iacility under the sun.

Marina Saidia oﬁ[ers all the services to be expected ofa major yaclzting ltarlmur, and is set in elegant residential surraundings

Ras el Ma

Sai’dia, “Blue Pearl” of the Mediterranean

Along the seatront, the resort’s luxury
hotels offer a full range of top—quality
services and amenities for all kinds of
leisure activities are at lian(i, inclu(iing
goli courses, tennis courts, pa(i,(ile—
tennis court, spa, and a fitness club.

Medina Center, with its gateways,
narrow little streets, squares, terraces,
Sl’lOpS and caiés, has all the atmosptiere
of a classic Moroccan medina — great
for sliopping or for just lianging about
in — while the resort'’s 6-kilometre
cornictie, “Paseo Maritimo”, provides
the pertect setting for a leisurely stroll
at whatever time of (iay or niglit.

Marina Saidia currently has over 800
moorings availal)le, and there are plans

for a full 1350 in the near future ” which

will make it the Mediterranean’s third
largest yactiting harbour. The marina
offers a full range of services, from
a harbour master’s office providing
meteorological and communication
service to maintenance, security, a
yactit clul), and a stiopping precinct.

There is certainly no lack of restaurants
in Sa’i(i,ia, serving a vast choice of fish
and seafood dishes based on protiuce
cauglit at the resort itselt, or l)rougllt
in from Nador or Ras El Ma (“Cape
of Water”) nearl)y. There’s also plenty
of international cuisine on otter, along
with typically Moroccan gastronomy,
delicious sea-bean paella or rather more
classic suggestions such as chicken or
beef brochettes — even pizzas!



The Mediterranean l)ay

The coastline is fringed
with a succession of

magn iﬁcent samjy Leac}zes

Saidia is also an endless succession of
beaches, each vying with the other in
character and charm. Bordered by lush
greenery, they offer everything you
could wish for in unparalleled natural
surroundings. Here in Saidia, you can
laze away the time as much as you like and
still come up with daily fresh discoveries!

Tl’le Moulouya nature reserve

Saidia beach reaches as far as the Oued
Moulouya estuary, a wetland where many
species of migrating birds spend the
winter. The ornithological nature reserve
here is a protected area, and easy to get to

from Saidia itself.

Ras El Ma l)eacll

Cross the ]oridge over the Moulouya,
continue on for a few kilometres, and you
come to the {‘ishing village of Ras El Ma
and its beach, sheltered l)y the mighty
cliff that overlooks it and all the more
appealing for the miniature eucalyptus
wooded dunes that adorn it.

Kariat Arekmane

25 km before Nador, Kariat Arekmane
beach stretches for a full 7 km, several
of which lie to the south of a chain of
coastal lagoons. The beach is easy to
get to, and is renowned for the excellent
Lathing on offer there and its fine
golclen sands.

Mar Chica lag'oon

The Mar Chica lagoon at Nador is
an altogether magni{'icent piece of
natural seascaping, with a total surface
area of some 115 km2 and from 0.5
to 7 metres in cleptll. Separated from
the sea I)y a thin ribbon of dunes 24
kilometres long, it communicates with
the Mediterranean via a channel known
as the Boucana pass and is bordered

]Jy fine shell-sand beaches — an ideal
destination for fishing and water sports

enthusiasts.

Mar Chica /agaon
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Re/axing in the shade ofa beach umlwe”a, with an etema”y blue sea stretclzing l)efore you - the art of/iving Mediterranean style.’

Boucana beaCll

The ﬁshing village of Boucana, close to
Nador’s port of Beni Ansar, boasts a
delightful horseshoe-shaped beach very
well worth the trip. “Whoever visits
Boucana will never £orget the splen-
dour of its salted landscapes and infi-
nite dunes — an ‘earthen tongue” that
could recount more than one c}lapter
in the region’s history” (Tawiza)

Oued Kert beach

This 8-kilometre 1ong beach starts
west of the mouth of Qued Kert and
extends as far as Pointe N egri. [ts wa-

ters reach considerable depth.

El Kallat beach

El Kallat ]oea.ch, a remote stretch of
sand lying between two cliffs 34 km
west of N ador, is almost 5 kilometres
in lengt}l and bordered })y a strip of fo-
restland. It is well-known as a l)athing
spot, and is busiest at weekends and
in the summer, a popular ]oa.thing and
sports fishing destination.
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Saidia in a new light
An endless round of festivals!

Open-air festivities,
music, dance — so-

metlz H’lg ][OT everyone/

The International Rai Festival, Ou](]a
The festival takes place every ]uly,
celeljrating a s’cyle of music that
originate(i in Algeria and i)ringing in
top Moroccan and Algerian singers an
musicians to liven up Ouj(lais summer
evenings. Rai music and the artists who
periorm it, enjoy enormous popularity,
which expla.ins the hundreds of thousands
of visitors that the festival attracts —
so many, that Oujcla is ranked as the
number-one audience draw in Morocco
outside Casablanca.

Gharnati Music Festival, Oujda

Gharnati means “from Granada”, and
refers to a highly sopl’listicated Arabo-
Andalusian musical tradition cleveloped

r.
g
F

.1{?|

i)y the Arabs ciuring their occupation of
Spain from the 8th to the 15th century,
and perpe’cuated toclay 1)y a variety of
orchestras and associations. Oujfia has
become the tradition’s preserve, and the

Gharnati Music Festival is held there
every other year in the month of March.

The Regg’a(]a Festival, Saidia

Held every August, the festival pays
tribute to Reggacla, a musical form born
of Beni Snassen tribal traclition, and part
of a local artistic heritage that has broken
free of its confines to inspire musicians
at national and international level. The
festival also features top names in Rai and
Gharnati music and in the popular arts.

Reggada ][o/L/are troop
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When a treat for the
taste buds is also a

treat for the eyes

Arts and crafts revisited
Morocco’s cra&speople know how to a(iapt
to changing times., and toclay draw their
inspiration from two sources, tradition
and modern creativity, com]aining design,
colours and age-old know-how in periect
armony — a marriage of ancient and
modern that inspires novel ideas and has
resulted in production of high—quality wares
in line with contemporary taste.

Slieep i)reecling is of major importance in
Morocco’s Oriental region. Woolis procluce(i
in iarge uantities here, and is processe
or manufacture of clothing (ci]el abas and
i)urnous) 7 blankets (i)oura]jah) 7 and carpets.
As elsewhere in the Kingdom, production of
woollen carpets follows strict]y defined rules
with regard to 1eng’t1'1 of interior thread,
motif clesign, and numbers of knots. Wool
is used in its natural state in four colours —
white, black, grey, and brown. Local crafts
eople also makes goocl use of esparto grass
from the high pla’ceaus, empioying it in the
manufacture of matting and basketwork
items for household use. The creation of a
new range of artefacts coml)ining esparto
with wrought iron (tai)les, stools, and the
lilee) shows that Moroccan craftwork can
keep in line with the times while iosing
nothing of its (i.eep-roote(i itienti’cy.

An authentic regional cuisine
Moroccan cuisine is world famous for its rich
and subtle variety of ﬂavours, and you can get a
foretaste of its many (ielights i)y sampling some
of the region’s authentic traditional dishes.
From local specialities to mouth-waterin

astries, the most (iemanding of gourmets WIﬁ
}én(l IlOtlliIlg to complain of —so jig in!

Le Karane , an Oujdi speciality, is a smooth
puree made from flour and chiclzpeas, a close
relative of Nice's Socca, Genoa’s Farinata
and Palermo’s Panelle. It would be a real
shame if you left the region without trying it!

Berleoul:zecll is a highly spice(i soup
made from wheat and seasonal vegetables.
Tra(iitionaﬂy, it is served on the third (iay
iollowing the birth of a Cl’lﬂd, and is renowned

for its nutritive properties.

As for pastries, the region is famous (among
other things) for its Kaa]zs, crispy ring-silaped
biscuits made from ﬂour, aniseeti, cardamom
and sesame seetis, and for its Malzrouts,
delicious little semolina cakes stuffed with
dates and fried before Leing immersed in
honey. Served with tea or accompanying
traditional i)read, these and other pastries are
the order of the &ay on special occasions — or

simply when you’re feeiing peclzisil...

Mej[?aual em[?roidery, an art passec] down from the age of the Ottomans
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Saidia — a new perspective on lwlidaymaleing.’
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Sports and leisure activities

Al the many p/easures
the sea has to aﬁ[er

await you in Saidia...

A Mediterranean playgrouncl
Saidia enjoys  constant moderate
prevailing winds, warm, calm seas, and
a very pieasant climate ideal for water
sports and activities of all kinds.

Talzing’ to the sea

Saidia’s marina and yaciiting harbourare
on hand for all those who enjoy iiving on
the crest of a wave — iigi'it yaci’its, cabin
cruisers, saiiing boats and catamarans,
the choice is yours! And those in search
of more extreme sensations will find all
the equipment and advice ti'iey need to
practise their chosen sport saieiy and
pieasura]siy.

Down in the depths

Diving in Saidia’s crystai—ciear waters gives
you hands-on experience of the flora and
fauna iniiai)iting the seas aiong the south
coast of the Mediterranean. With no strong
currents to contend Witi’l, a wide variety
of (iiving sites specificaﬂy set aside for the
activity and all the necessary equipment
available in situ, the resort is an idea
destination for divers of all levels of skill.

Sea fishing‘

Saidia’s coastal waters boastan extraordinary
variety of fish species, provicling iisiaing
enthusiasts with all the sport tiiey can
handle. Locations and equipment are
available to all comers, ensuring perfect

conditions for a goocl (iay’s catch.
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...along w1tll a good many atlzer p/easures on /and.’

Getting into the swing

Saidia has three 18-hole goli courses at
your (iisposai, so get out and make the
utmost of the sun and the fresh sea air
on over 210 hectares of greens designed
i)y internationaiiy renowned goii architect
Francisco Segaies, and ranked as some of
the finest not oniy in Morocco itself, but
in the Mediterranean region as a whole. 3
courses for 3 times the pieasure!

Off into the hinterland

The surroun(iing countryside has some truiy
magnii:icent iandscapes in store for you.
Fresh discoveries await you with every step
you take — unimagine(i worlds and breath-
taizing views over the Mediterranean, aiong
with pien’cy of opportunity to acquaint
yourseii; with the local plant iii;e, much of
which is unique to the region

15
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Atop an Arab thoroug’hbred
Morocco is famed for the s’cur(iy
eiegance of its thorough]oreds, and it’s a
real pleasure to actuaily ride one. Riding
lessons are on offer during the summer
season, aiong with horseback treks
aiong the beach or into the surrounding
countrysi(ie.

The game's afoot!

Nor do ]nunting enthusiasts  have
any’ciiing to compiain of here. The Beni
Snasen Mountains are particuiarly well
stocked with game. As long as you have
a l'lunting license (avaiia]oie on the spot)
and depending on season, you can hunt
parl:ri(iges, quaii, hares, and wild boar.
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Not to be misse(i out on
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Nature reserve on
the mouth o][ Oued
Mou/ouya

The Moulouya River mouth:
listed as a Site of Biologicai and
ECOIOgicai Interest (SIBE)

The Mouiouya river mouth is just a few
kilometres from Saidia and easy to get
to ]Jy car. It is listed as a SIBE (Site of
Bioiogicai and Ecoiogicai Interest) and is
an area of extraordinary t)iociiversity — over

4500 hectares of wetian(i,, reedy marst)ianct,

dunes, and tamarisk forest.

This is one of the very best sites for wintering
waterbirds to be found anywtiere aiong the
Mediterranean coats — great egrets, purpie

tierons, tlerring guiis, Mediterranean guiis
and turtle doves all flock here.

The Mouiouya river mouth has pienty to
offer any nature lover, and makes a very
pieasant outing for anyone interested in
exploring this iegentiary river, the second
1ongest water course in Morocco.

The Beni Snassen massif:
nature at its most generous

You reaiiy can’t spenti a tioiiday in
Saidia without going to have a look at
the Beni Snassen Mountains, a small
Mediterranean massif reactling a tieigtit
of 1,535 metres and a natural and
cultural treasure house.

A mountain in the Beni Snassen massvf

TZZZ Came/ Cave

T A

The Zeg’zel Gorge is one of the
region’s most spectacular geoiogicai
formations. The road win(iing ttirougtl
it, passing back and forth from one side
of the oued to the ottier, may require
pru(ience on the part of the (iriver, but
ensures you miss out on none of the
natural spien(iour around you — terraced
orchards piante(i with tig, pomegranate,
orange and medlar trees, and the wild
roses and oleanders that flourish aiong
the river’s banks.

T}le Ca.mel Ca.Ve, SO caiie(i i)ecause

the stiape of one of its staiagmites bears
a strange resemblance to the t)east, is
the iargest cave in the region. It is lit
so that visitors can tuiiy appreciate the
staiagmites and stalactites so su]:uiimeiy
scuipte(i t)y the hand of nature. The site
is also a major attraction for pottloiing
enthusiasts.

Tl’le Pig’eon Cave is a remarkable
prehistoric site, inhabited between
21,000 and 10,800 years BC. Digs
there have unearthed the remnants
of at least four successive pretiistoric
cultures.

As you approacti Tatougtiait, a superi)
panorama of the Mouiouya Vaiiey and
the Mediterranean opens up before you.
The town, 44 km from Sa'i'(iia, is a little
mountain resort set 850 metres above
sea level. Pieasantiy cool in summer —
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thanks to the breezes i)iowing in from
the sea, which is oniy 30 km away as
the crow flies — it makes an ideal base
for excursions into the mountains. Tree
lovers will be in their element txere, for
the Beni Snassen massif is home to an
amazing variety of species, inciu(iing
eucaiyptus, oaiz, pine, ttiuja, and doum
((iwart paim). Don’t torget, ttiougti,
that Tatougtiait is a mountain Viiiage,
and it often snows there in wintertime!

The Great Lakes and the Cape
O{ Tl‘lree FOI'IQS

The Machraa Hammadi and
Mohammed V dams on Oued Moulouya
have created immense reservoirs to tieip
irrigate the arid region and top up water
levels. These great artificial lakes are
also ideal for tistling and water sports.
Coming from Saidia, ttiey can be
reached via Zaio to the norttl, aiong the
El-Aioun Taourirt road to the souttl, or
directiy from the Beni Snassen massif.

For anyi)ody who loves the sea, the Cape
of Three Forks to the north of Nador is
one of Morocco’s most beautiful sites
— a mountainous cape teeming with
birdlife and piunging down into crystai
clear turquoise waters. Breattl-taizing
views await you from the cliff tops and
sumptuous beaches at the foot of the
iigtittiouse — not to torget a magicai
underwater para(iise if you're a diving

enthusiast...
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Information ancl use£u1 a(lclresses

L)

The front door to Moroceo’s
Oriental region

Practical information

Entry formalities

A valid passport fora stay of less than 90
clays is requirecl. An i&entity card may
suffice, clepen(ling on country of origin,
if the trip is organisecl lay a travel agency
for a group of over 8 people. A visa is
required for some nationalities - enquire
at a Moroccan consulate or diploma’cic
representation in you country. No specific
vaccinations are requirecl for entry into the
Kingclom of Morocco. If you are Lringing
your pet along with you, however, you will
need to be able to produce an anti-rabies
certificate less than 6 months old.

Chang’ing’ money

Moroccan currency is the dirtham, made
up of 100 centimes. Foreign currency
must be exchangeol at banks or other
accredited establishments.

Time zone

Morocco is in the Greenwich time zone,

and time is G.M.T.

Emergency phone numbers
Police 19

Fire Brigade 150

Directory enquiries 160

Road safety services 177

Event Calendar

June : Saidia Throne Cup go]f tournament
July : International Rai Festival

August : “Moroccans of the World” Ra]ly
August : Taourtite Festival

For further information: www.visitmorocco.com

Useful a(].resses an(], contacts

Reg’ional Tourist Office :
Boulevard Mohammed V

Place du 16 Aofit - BP.716, Oujcla
Tel: 05 36 68 56 31

Fax: 05 36 68 90 89

Provincial Tourist Office :
88, Bd Ihn Rochd, Nador

Tel: 05 36 33 03 48

Fax: 05 36 33 54 52

Reg’lonal Tourism Counml
2, Boulevarcl des Nations Unies
4eme E’cage, Ouyj da

Tel: 05 35 71 10 44/ 66

Fax: 05 36 68 90 89

Oriental A, ency :

12, Rue Mekki Bitaouri - Souissi
Ral)at Morocco

Tel: 05 37 63 35 80

Fax: 05 37 75 30 20

Reg’lonal Investment Council :
2, Bd Nations Unies, Ou]cla

Tel 05 36 68 28 27

Fax: 05 36 69 06 81

ONCF Ra1lway station :
Boulevard Abdellah Chefchaouni
Caﬂ Centre: 08 90 20 30 40

Website: www.oncf.ma

Ouj da Ang ad Airport :

BP 3137 Talea(loum Ou]da
A1A0u1 Alrpor’t BP 141 Naclor
Caﬂ centre: 08 90 00 08 OO

GOlf: Sa’idia Resort’s 3 GOH; courses

WWW. golfdumaroc.com

Weatller Forecast:

www.meteoma.net

Office des Changes
(Currency regula’cion autl'lority):

WWW.OocC.gov.ma
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